$328K Awarded

Grants totaling $328,000 have been
awarded to MSU faculty and community
partners through an annual competitive
grant program entitled “Innovations
in University-Community Research
Collaborations.”

The Innovations program, sponsored
by the FACT Coalition, University
Outreach and Engagement, MSU
Extension, and Michigan Agricultural
Experiment Station, is designed to
prepare MSU researchers to be more
competitive as they seek federal

and foundation research grants. It
does this by helping them develop
multidisciplinary and collaborative
research projects that focus on the
health and well-being of children,
youth, families, and communities.

This year’s Innovations awards
included four FACT research grants.

FACT Coalition grant programs have
awarded more than $3.3 million since
1999, which has leveraged more than
$17 million in new funding from
federal, nonprofit, and foundation
agencies. Funding for this grant
program has been discontinued. @
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PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR

Hope Gerde, Assistant Professor,
MSU Department of Family and Child
Ecology

PROJECT LEADERS
Jessica Barnes, MSU University-

Community Partnerships

Ann Belleau, Inter-Tribal Council of
Michigan

Hope Gerde is examining how
professional development focused
on teachers’ support of teacher-
child interactions improves children’s
language and literacy skills.

“Recently, several professional
development programs have surfaced
that identify change in teacher
behavior and child outcomes,”

she said. “However, none of these

programs focuses on teachers’ active
participation in evaluation of their
own teaching. Previous work with
pre-service teachers suggests that such
participation is critical to becoming a
reflective teacher.”

Gerde’s work targets tribal Head
Start programs that are part of the
‘Wiba Anung project, a collaborative
partnership between MSU scholars
and the Inter-Tribal Council of
Michigan. Because many of these
teachers are geographically remote
and isolated, Gerde will employ a
distance learning model, including
coaching based on video clips
submitted by teachers and a Web
resource with video examples of best

continued on page 3 »

AN MSU Families and Communities Together (FACT) Coalition
D



PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR
Linda Hunt, MSU Department of
Anthropology

PROJECT LEADERS
Connie Currier, MSU College of Nursing

Olga Hernandez-Patino, Lansing Latino
Health Alliance

PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR
Hye-Jin Paek, MSU Department of
Advertising, Public Relations, and
Retailing

PROJECT LEADERS

Samantha Caughlan, MSU Department
of Teacher Education

Thomas Hove, MSU Department of
Advertising, Public Relations, and
Retailing

Debra Oyler, Calumet Public School
Library

Mexican Immigrants’ Health Seeking

in Lansing

Health care in the U.S. is in crisis,
with soaring costs and about 16% of
the U.S. population uninsured. Within
the Latino population, 34% lack
health insurance. Approximately 6% of
Ingham County’s population and 10%
of Lansing’s population are Latinos.
These statistics point to the need to
address the lack of health care research
on Latinos in the Midwest.

‘While the health care issues facing
Latinos are shared by many groups

in the U.S., the circumstances in
which they find themselves may
compound these problems. Latinos
disproportionately occupy low-

wage jobs, which are unlikely to
include aftordable health insurance.
They may also have limited English
language proficiency, or may face other

barriers due to their immigration

documentation status.

Linda Hunt’s goal is to study the
health experiences and health
management strategies of a group of
immigrant Mexican families in the
Greater Lansing area. Hunt and her
research team will work with the
Lansing Latino Health Alliance to
conduct interviews with 20 Mexican
immigrants. “We will develop an
indepth understanding of the health
needs of recent Mexican immigrants
to Greater Lansing and their use

of local services, and identify some
gaps in the current system,” she said.
“Ultimately we hope to produce
knowledge that will inform health
policy and improve health care access
for Latinos in the Midwest.” @

Improving Children’s Internet

Health Literacy

While children’s Internet use is
widespread, few researchers have
studied how children in general

use the Internet to find health
information. While some researchers
have examined cross-medium impacts
(TV, radio, and Internet), fewer have
evaluated the impacts of the Internet
alone on health literacy among

children.

Hye-Jin Pack and her collaborators
are partnering with the Calumet
Public School Library to explore
how children use the Internet as

a health information source and
how to improve their skills in using
it for this purpose. Calumet is an
ideal population for this research.
This Upper Peninsula town is

geographically isolated. In addition,
many parents in the surrounding
communities whose children attend
the public schools have made faith-
based decisions to raise their children
without home access to television.
However, among these families, many
have Internet access. By working with
this study population, the research
team will evaluate the Internet-only
impacts on health literacy. @



Debra Schutte, MSU College of Nursing

PROJECT LEADERS

Brian Schutte, MSU departments of
Microbiology & Molecular Genetics, and
Pediatrics & Human Development

Qing Lu, MSU Department of
Epidemiology

Rachel Fisher, MSU Department of
Pediatrics & Human Development

Karen Friderici, MSU departments of
Microbiology & Molecular Genetics, and
Pediatrics & Human Development

Jill Elfenbein, MSU Department of
Communicative Sciences & Disorders

CoSAGE Community Research Advisory
Committee

CoSAGE: Cooperative Study

Across Generations

Alzheimer’ disease is a common
neurodegenerative disorder that

is characterized by dementia and
complex etiology. According to Dr.
Debra Schutte, “Multiple genetic and
environmental factors are known to
contribute risk for the disease, but

the list is not complete. In fact, our
current understanding is not sufficient
to predict if and when individuals will
develop Alzheimer’s disease.”

Schutte and her team will use a
community based, participatory
approach to conduct a needs
assessment focusing on the health
of older adults, partnering with the
whole community to characterize
Alzheimer’s disease and identify
resources for a two-county area of
Mid-Michigan. They will build on
an existing partnership between
MSU researchers and a community
largely descended from 300 German
immigrant families who settled in
Mid-Michigan between 1836 and
1875.

FACT is Closing After 10 Years of Contributions
to the Campus and the Community

Due to uncertainties over future funding, FACT grants have been discontinued.

‘We appreciate the work of everyone involved in making this program a success

over the past 10 years.Your support has resulted in:

* Over $3.3 million being awarded to more than 100 projects, including

14 statewide initiatives

* Assistance to more than 220 MSU faculty and Extension staff throughout

11 MSU colleges

* Projects and research in 76 out of Michigan’s 83 counties, as well as in

Michigan’s 12 federally recognized tribes

* Leveraging of more than $17 million in new funding from federal,

nonprofit, and foundation agencies from the $3.3 million awarded by

FACT

Through this project, Schutte hopes

to learn about the prevalence of
Alzheimer’s disease and other forms of
dementia, the average age of onset of
Alzheimer’s disease, and the prevalence
of other risk factors (e.g., diabetes) in
this community. @

Tribal Head Start

» continued from page 1

practices for preschool teaching. Over
time, teachers will be increasingly
encouraged to rely less on coaching
and more on self-evaluation.

“Our hypothesis is that by actively
involving teachers in the evaluation
process and providing feedback to
teachers about how to evaluate their
classroom practice we will identify
changes in teachers’ behaviors and
these changes will continue after the
professional development supports
have been removed,” Gerde said. @
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