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FACT Program Offers $430,000 in Grant 
Funds to MSU Faculty
In Spring 2008, up to $430,000 in grants will be awarded to MSU faculty as part of the annual 

Innovations in University–Community Research Collaborations competitive grant program. The 

program is sponsored by the Families and Communities Together (FACT) Coalition, University 

Outreach and Engagement, and MSU Extension.

The Innovations program is designed to increase federal funds that can be used for research on 

issues that affect the well-being of children, youth, families, and communities. The program supports 

multidisciplinary and collaborative research that links MSU with the people of Michigan. For more 

information, please visit our Web site: fact.msu.edu.

Summer Research Fellowship Program
Two fellowships were awarded in the summer of 2007 to fund the development and design of applied 

research projects addressing the specifi c needs of local Michigan communities. The fellowships stemmed 

from a joint effort between the MSU Family Research Initiative (FRI) and MSU Extension (MSUE). 

A university-wide effort, the FRI seeks to facilitate cross-disciplinary, collaborative study among 

MSU faculty and students to produce real impact in the many fi elds of family research. With activity 

in all of Michigan’s 83 counties and work with more than 200 MSU faculty members, MSUE uses a 

community-based approach to share knowledge and to provide exceptional organizational programming 

that meets the needs of local communities.

Fellowship opportunities were available to tenure-track faculty of any rank without an MSU Extension 

appointment. The award provided one to two months of summer salary to recipients. In exchange, 

participants were expected to identify partner MSU Extension offi ces, design applied research projects, 

and submit research pre-proposals. 

This year’s award recipients were Jose Ruben Parra-Cardona, assistant professor of marriage and family 

therapy, and John Carlson, associate professor in school psychology. Fellowship funding allowed Parra-

Cardona to investigate using evidence-based parenting interventions to serve immigrant populations. 

Carlson used funding to take a prior research project, which examined the use of evidence-based 

approaches with preschoolers, a step further. 

Fall 2007

In This Issue

• FACT Program Offers $430,000 in Grant 

Funds to MSU Faculty

• Summer Research Fellowship Program

• Using Evidence-based Approaches with 

Preschoolers

• Community Gardens, and Urban Detroit 

Agriculture and Education

• Participate in FACT Coalition/

Update Your Contact Information

• FACT RFP Timeline

Events

Information Forum on the
Innovations Grant Program

Monday, October 29, 2007
1:00–3:00 p.m. • Room 62, Kellogg Center

Prior to this forum, a seminar titled “Building 

a Strong Proposal” will be held for potential 

applicants from 10:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. Lunch 

will be provided. Please contact the FACT offi ce 

at fact@msu.edu to reserve space at this event. 

If you would like to receive an e-mail reminder 

before each forum, send a request to 

fact@msu.edu.

These annual forums bring together potential 

project partners from both on and off campus, 

provide details about the request for proposals, 

and address questions about the application 

process. The forums are free and open to all.










